
A Lifeline on Lifecore:
Transportation + Land Use + Economic Development



Presentation Overview
• Lifecore Drive: Blueridge Life Science Corridor

• Planned Health/Life Science Service District

• Regional Hospital – Augusta Health

• Right-sizing the supporting interchange – Exit 91

• Public Private Partnership role in Lifecore Drive

• Examples of supporting life science uses

• Case Study of highly planned, coordinated and 
execution

• Questions



Evolution of a Service District

• Augusta Health (opened in 1994)
Quick Stats for 2017

• 255 beds

• 193 active physicians

• 2,100 employees

• 290 volunteers

• 57,000 emergency visits

• 10,750 admissions

• 1,100 babies delivered

• 700 new cancer patients

• 285,000 outpatient visits to Augusta Medical Group clinics

• 420,000 other Outpatient Registrations (this includes Home 
Health, Laboratory, Outpatient Surgery, Imaging, etc.)



Exit 91 Interchange
• Widening of the Route 285 

bridge

• Widening of Route 285 and 
Route 636

• Need identified as part of 3 
independent planning 
studies
• 1999, 2000 and 2006 

Fishersville Small Area Plan

• $21M Contract awarded in 
2012

• Construction completed 
2015
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Augusta Health

Murphy Deming College
of Health Sciences

Wilson Workforce
Rehabilitation Center



1994



2018



 I-81/I-64 Interchange in the Shenandoah 
Valley

 14 Colleges & Universities in 2 hours
 Business-Friendly Environment
 Nationally-Acclaimed Quality of Life



968 square miles
Population 124,705







Existing Companies
Augusta Health
Wilson Workforce 

Rehab Center
Hollister
Sunlite Plastics
Others

Life Sciences Cluster
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Exit 91 $42M

Myers Corner
Maple Ridge 

Emerging Corridor





The PPTA Deal

Augusta County:  $  5,058,764
VDOT Secondary Roads:  $  4,667,040
VDOT Revenue Sharing:  $  5,055,614
Private Developer:  $  2,160,000
TOTAL: $16,941,418

Project Savings = $3,053,571





LIFECORE DRIVE – UNDER CONSTRUCTION







Ribbon-Cutting
March 13, 2015







Doctor of Physical Therapy; Doctor of Occupational Therapy
Master of Science in Physician Assistant; Master of Healthcare Administration

RN to BSN (for licensed nurses)
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